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must be seized. But in the end the Christian attempt
at solution also fails, and then it is seen that it is
precisely the longing for deliverance, the obstinacy and
self-confidence of the heathen dement, which offers the
real possibility for deliverance, because the antt-dmstian
symbol affords a possibility for the acceptance of evil,
Goethe's intuition, therefore, has apprehended the; problem
with enviable clarity, It i.s certainly characteristic that
the other more superficial attempts at solution* -the
Prometheus Fragment^ the f\tndom^ and the Ru.sicrucian
compromise1 with its attempt at a syncretism of
Dionysian joyousness with Christian self - .sacrifice ~
remained uncompleted,

Faust's redemption begins with his death* His life
sustains the Promethean divine character which only falls
from him in death, z>, with his re-birth. Psychologically,
this means that the Faust attitude must cease before the
unity of the individual can be accomplished. The figute
which first appeared as Gretchcn and then on a higher
level as Helen, and finally became exalted into the Mater
Gloriosa, is a symbol that I cannot now exhaust of its
manifold meanings. I will merely point out that It deals
with the same archaic image with which the Gruxsls was
so profoundly concerned, viz, the idea of the divine harlot,
Eve, Helen, Mary, and Sophia- Achamoth,

3, The Significance of the Becottdliftg Symbol
If from the standpoint now gained we glance once
more at the unconscious elaboration of the problem by
Spitteler, we appreciate at once that the compact with evil
originates, not jn the aim of Prometheus, but in the
thoughtlessness of Epimetheus, who only possesses a
collective conscience and no power of discrimination for the
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